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Thomas Dickerson Mercer

b. 11 Mar 1813 Harrison County, Ohio

d. 25 May 1898 Seattle, King County, Washington

buried Lakeview Cemetery, Seattle, King County, Washington
s/o Aaron Mercer and Jane Dickerson

m1. 25 Jan 1838 Princeton, Bureau County, Illinois

Nancy Brigham

b. 06 Jun 1816 New Hampshire

d. 21 Sep 1852 Cascades of the Columbia on the Oregon Trail
memorial in Lakeview Cemetery, Seattle, King County, Washington
d/o Joseph Brigham

m2. 14 Sep 1859 Salem, Marion County, Oregon

Hester Louretta Ward [emigrant of 1853]

b. 25 Dec 1822 Kentucky

d. 12 Nov 1897

buried Lakeview Cemetery, Seattle, King County, Washington
d/o Jesse Ward

1850: Bureau County, Illinois, December 12, 1850; Thomas Mercer, 37, farmer, $5000, OH;
Nancy, 35, NH; Mary Jane, 11, IL; Eliza Ann, 9, IL; Susanna, 6, IL; Alice, 1, IL; Franklin
Warren, 18, farmer, NY

1856: Washington Territorial Census, King County, Washington, Thomas Mercer, 44, single, b.
Harrison County, OH

1860: King County, Washington, August 5, 1860; Thos. Mercer, 47, inn keeper, $2000 $1000,
OH; H.L., 37, KY; Susan, 16, IL; Allace, 11, IL; D.B. Ward, 21, laborer, KY

1870: Seattle, King County, Washington, June 9, 1870; Thos Mercer, 57, farmer, $2000 $700,
OH; Loretta, 47, housewife, KY; Wm T. Graham, 12, WT; F.W. Lampe, 33, farmer, $2000
$100, Prussia; Robt Crary, 34, carpenter, Eng

1879: Washington State Census, King County, Washington, Thomas Mercer, 66, retired, OH;
Hester, 56, housekeeping, KY
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1880: Lake Union and Salmon Bay, King County, Washington, June 23 & 24, 1880; Thos
Mercer, 66, farmer, OH Mass Mass; Loretta, 56, wife, keeping house, KY MD MD

1881: Washington State Census, King County, Washington, Thomas Mercer, 68, farmer, OH;
Loretta H., 58, wife, KY

1885: Washington State Census, King County, Washington, Thomas Mercer, 72, farmer, OH;
L.H., 62, housewife, KY

Mra. Hester Loretta Mercer, wife of
Judge Thomas Mercer, died in Seattle
Friday of heart disease. She had been
an invalid for a number of years, She
was 84 years old, and had been a resi-
‘dent of Seattle for 39 years.

[Morning Olympian, Olympia, Washington, Monday, November 15, 1897 p.3]




UDGE THOMAS MERCER. one of the
few living ?ioneers who were identified

. with the early history of Seattle, was horn

in Mercersburg, Ouio. Mareh 11, 1813, and was
the eldest son of Aarou and Jane (Dickerson)
Mercer, natives of Virginia and Pennsylvania,
respectively.  Aaron Mercer removed to Ohio
in hoyhood, being among the pioneers of that
country. He learned the process of mannfac-
turing woulen eloths and blankets and then
operated bis own factory very sueceessfully fora
unmber of years. In 1534 he was among the
ioneer settlers at Princeton, Burean connty,
llinois, and there spent the remainder of his lite,

Fonrteen children were born of this marriage
and six of the number are still living, Thomas
heing the first born.  His eduneation was chiefly
in the school of nece=sity, as labor wasz the chief
occupation of the pioneer, and in the noble
army of workers Judge Mercer has been arenyed
thronghout his life. Tle was a bright, aetive
hoy. quick in mathematics and mechanieal
work. s boyhood was passed in the factory
of his father, and with his systematic methods
and reeogrnized ubility he became foreman at the
age of fourteen years and operated the factory
up to 1534, when thie family removed to 1lli-
nois and engaged in furming. In 1836 young
Mercer started a store in a little, old, log eabin
in Princeton, and thiz enterprise he prosecuted
for one year, abundoning it then becanse of the
close confinement entailed. He then returned
to agricultnral life.



In 1837 he took an active part in the division
of Putnam county, and the organization of
Pureau county, and incidental to bis efforts in
this econnection,in visiting different localities, he
killed a valuable horse by rapid driving. With
the organization of the new county., he was
elected the first Connty Clerk, but az the reve-
nne yielded was but twenty-five cents per day
he soon turned over the office to other parties.

Our subject was married in Prineeton, in
1538, to Miss Naney Brigham, a native of New
Hampshire. 1lle then continued farming up to
1851, when he sold ont, settled np his affairs,
and in April, 1552, with his wife and four ehil-
dren, left his IHlinois home, and with horse
- teams crossed the plains to Oregon. In the
same train were Dexter Horton and William

H. Shondy, both of Seattle. The nsual adven-
tures were ¢nconutered by the emigrants, but
they met no disasters nntil they reached the
Dalles, where Mrs, Mereer was taken sick, and
at the Caseades she passed on to the other
world, leaving a bereaved husband and fonr
~mall children, the eldest being not quite fonr-
teen yvears old.  The following winter was
passed in Sulem, where Mr. Mercer purchased
one-half interest in a blacksmith shop and
worked from six a. w. to eleven ». . Flour
waz forty dollars per barrel and all other pro-
visions in proportion.  In the summer of 1553
he removed bis little ones to Puget Sound,
traveling by Doat to the Cowlitz river and
then driving to Olyn.pia, the trail heing al-
most impassable. From Olympia he drove to
Steilacoom, and there by boat to Seattle, arriv.



ing here Angnst 25, 1853, e took up u
claim of 130 acres, adjoining that of D. T.
Denny., all of which is pow within the eity
limits, He brought to the primitive town the
same team of horses which had transported him
sufely across the plains, and bis was the first
wagon brought to the town. [lis elaim being
situate back from the water, the young men
turned ont and assiste’l bimn in entting a trail
wide enongh for his wagon to pass throngh
to his raneh, and for a nnmber of years he
did the temming tor the town.  In 1551 he boilt
a bux honse, securing lumber from Yesler's
mill.  This house was somewhat open to the
light of day. but it afforded protection and was
soon improved, Part of his claim. being bot.
toni laml. was soon cleared. and the second year
he raised in bay, oats and vegetables, sutficient
to provide for hiis family and stock, Mr, Mer-

cer was a bard worker and was progressive in
his ideas, and soon became the leading farmer
of the community.

For seven years he was mother. father and
protector to his family of little ones, all of whom
grew to maturity, and three of whom are still
living: Mary J., wife of Henry Parsons; Susan,
wite of David Graham; Alice, wife of Clarence
B. Bagley. |

In 1559, Mr. Mercer was warried, in Salem,
Oregon, to Miss Loretta IL. Ward, of Kentucky,
danghter of Jesse Ward, a pioneer of 13535 and
returning to Seattle he continued bis agrieul-
tnral life,



With the organization of King conuty, in
18354, Mr. Mercer was appointed one of the first
Commissioners,and in 1858 he was elected Pro-
bate Judge and held the position for ten con-
secutive years. With the inereased settlement
of the town and demand for residence property,
Mr, Mercer platted the town of Eden and later
that of West Seattle, from the sales of which
he has realized a considerable fortune. He
etill retains a part of his original claim, which
has inereased to a value far heyond his fondest
dreams. It fell to the lot of Mr. Mercer to
name those beautiful lakes now the pride of
Seattle.  In an address delivered at a pienie
in 1854 he suggested that the greater be called
Lake Washington, after the father of our coun-
try, and the lesser be called Union, as the
probable foture connection between the two
great salt and fresh water bodies,

In 1883, he built his present commuodions
residence overlooking the modest cottage which
was built in 1854, and which be still cherishes
as a relic of the past. The home also eommands
& view of the great city which le has so mate-
rially aided in ﬁevelx)ping. e has always been
an enthusiastic believer in Seattle’s destiny as
the metropolis of the great Northwest, and
npon every oceasion has doune his share to
promote the ecity’s good. His life has been
a quiet and peaceful one, gnided by a high
sense of honor, and his present prosperity is
chiefly enjoyed because of the possibilities of
increasing his charitics and deeds of benevo-
lence.

[Hlustrated History of the State of Washington by Himes p. 589-90]



Bagley, Jenner, Mercer Papers 1856-1961
http://archiveswest.orbiscascade.org/ark:/80444/xv20587

Children of Thomas Mercer and Nancy Brigham:

1. Mary Jane Mercer

b. 07 Jan 1839 Princeton, Bureau County, Illinois

d. 08 Sep 1910 Thurston County, Washington

buried Ruddell Pioneer Cemetery, Lacey, Thurston County, Washington

m. 1857 King County, Washington

Henry George Parsons [Pioneer of 1853]

b. 21 Nov 1831 Livingston County, New York

d. 05 Jan 1907 Thurston County, Washington

buried Ruddell Pioneer Cemetery, Lacey, Thurston County, Washington

1850: Bureau County, Illinois, December 12, 1850; Thomas Mercer, 37, farmer, $5000,
OH; Nancy, 35, NH; Mary Jane, 11, IL; Eliza Ann, 9, IL; Susanna, 6, IL; Alice, 1, IL;
Franklin Warren, 18, farmer, NY

1870: Chambers Prairie, Thurston County, Washington, June 6, 1870; Henry G. Parsons,
38, farmer, $1200 $800, NY; Mary Jane, 31, keeping house, IL; Glory [Flora] Ann, 12,
attending school, WT; Nancy Ellen, 10, attending school, WT; William M., 8, attending
school, WT; Eliza A., 6, at home, WT; Ann V., 3, at home, WT; not named, 4/12, male,
at home, WT

1880: Thurston County, Washington, June 4, 1880; Henry G. Parsons, 48, farmer, NY

VT Mass; Mary J., 41, wife, keeping house, IL OH NH; Flora A., 22, dau, teacher, WA
NY IL; Nancy E., 20, dau, at home, WA NY IL; Wm M., 17, son, works on farm, WA

NY IL; Alice E., 15, dau, at home, WA NY IL; Anna V., 13, dau, at home, WA NY IL;
Lela M., 10, dau, at home, WA NY IL; Mary, 79, mother, Mass Mass Mass

1900: Chambers, Thurston County, Washington, June 7 & 8, 1900; Henry G. Parsons,
head, Nov 1831, 68, m-43 yrs, NY VT Mass; Mary J., wife, Jan 1839, 61, m-43yrs, 6-4,
IL OH NH; Flora A., dau, Dec 1857, 42, s, WA NY IL, teacher-public school
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DEATH OF MRS, HARY J.
PARSORS, 0L PIUNE[R:

Ars. Mary Jane Parsons, widow of
the late- Henry G. Partons, formerly
a well-known rancher of Chambers
Prairle, died last evening at the home
of her daughter, Alrs; Dell Kagy, on
the Prairie, after a, Ianerlng illness,
due to rheumaﬂ‘sm.
< Mrs, Parsons was born in Illinois
in" 1839. She and her huband came to
this county 52 years ago and took up
their home on Chamhbers Pralrie
where they lived until the time of Mr.
Parsons’ death, when Mrs! Parsons
went to live, with her daughter. She
was one of the ebst known pioneers
of this part of the state.

Mrs. Parsons is_survived by two
daughters, Mrs. Kagy and Mrs. Robert
‘Cruikshank, wife of the deputy county
auditor., Funeral services will be held
from the Kagy home on Sunday after
,noon at 2 ocloek. with Interment at
| Ruddel’s cemetery.”

[Olympla Daily Recorder, Olympla Washington, Friday, September 9, 1910 p. 1]
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Henry G. Parscns,- pmneer of {853
‘died. Satm‘diay"h)gbt at- 7115 o’clock at
his homa on Ghamberg prairie, six miles
southeast of Olympm where be has
lived for moié than & half century’
‘Death was due to ailment atténding old
age, Mr. Parsona having reached th¢ ad-
vanced age of 75 years. He was aison-
in-law of Judge Thomas Mercer r the
nbted Seattle picpeer. His w1fe 18ur-
vives' him. Their golde wedding Anni-
vemry‘wvbuld }-&We been celebrated !next

F

Fifty years ago next March Mr. Par-
gons mayried Mary Jane Mercer in the
little old Afercer cottagn still standmg in
North S&tﬂE. § &oki-

George Pngsona. waa born in
vew York state -November 21, 1831. He
crossed the plains to Washington terri-
tory in 1853 and- during the: same. . year
took up the claim that has ever since
beeni his home.s He waa one of tha best
Ynown pioneers of the county. Six chil-
dren were born to Alr. and Mrs. . Par-
s¢ns, of-which four survive. They ar
Miss Flora A. Parsons, Mrs. Alica, Par-
ker of Elma, Mrs. Lela Kagy of Cham-
bers prairie and Mrs. Robert Cruikshank
of Olympm

Ar. Parsons was a veteran of tha In-
dian wars of 1855-56; and was drawing a
pensien for many years “prior- to~ hix
denth.

At his bedside at the time of his
deeth wae & Mr. Graham of Grabam &
Grahamps.swell. kpown law finmeof -Seat-
‘tle, Mr. Graham being a ‘brother-in-faw
-of the deceased, having also married a
dadghter of Judge Mercer. Mr. Graham
is about 80 years of age, although still
.getive jn his profeesion. He was .in
IOIympm on legal business and had been
eonferring with Mr, Parsons ‘during e
Jast days of his illness.



" The funeral was held this afternoon
from the family residence on Chambers
prairie. Rev, F. A. La Violette, pastor
of the First Methodist church of Olym-
pia conducted the services. A quartet
.composed of Mrs. R. S. Anderson, Mrs.
¥. A. La Violette, C. V. Leach and Rev.
‘3r. La Violette sang. Interment took
place in the Chambers prairie cemetery.
The smervices werg widely attended by
‘friends and npeighbors, and a number of
‘people went out from Olympia. |

[Olympia Daily Recorder, Olympia, Washlngton Monday, January 7, 1907 p.1]

Children of Henry Parsons and Mary Mercer:
Children:

I. Flora A. Parsons

b. 21 Dec 1857 Washington

d. 08 Oct 1934 Seattle, King County, Washington

buried Ruddell Pioneer Cemetery, Lacey, Thurston County, Washington
never married

ii. Nancy Ellen Parsons

b. 16 Feb 1860 Washington

d. 23 Jan 1899

buried Ruddell Pioneer Cemetery, Lacey, Thurston County, Washington
m. David Fleetwood

iii. William M. Parsons

b. 27 Oct 1862 Washington

d. 02 Aug 1889 Washington

buried Ruddell Pioneer Cemetery, Lacey, Thurston County, Washington

iv. Alice E. Parsons

b. 04 Apr 1865 Washington

d. 01 Apr 1946 Elma, Grays Harbor, Washington

buried Ruddell Pioneer Cemetery, Lacey, Thurston County, Washington
m. Lewis Thomas Parker

v. Anna Viola Parsons

b. May 1867 Washington

d. 14 Sep 1934 Olympia, Thurston County, Washington

buried Odd Fellows Memorial Park, Tumwater, Thurston County, Washington
m. Robert A. Cruikshank
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vi. Lela May Parsons

b. Feb 1870 Washington

d. 18 Oct 1948 Olympia, Thurston County, Washington

buried Ruddell Pioneer Cemetery, Lacey, Thurston County, Washington
m. Dell M. Kagy

2. Eliza Ann Mercer

b. 30 Mar 1841 Princeton, Bureau County, Illinois

d. 25 Oct 1862 Seattle, King County, Washington

buried Lakeview Cemetery, Seattle, King County, Washington

m. 04 Dec 1856

Walter Graham

b. 13 Oct 1828

d. 15 Sep 1919

m2. Catherine Adams

buried Evergreen Washelli Memorial Park, Seattle, King County, Washington
s/o William Graham and Jane French

1850: Bureau County, Illinois, December 12, 1850; Thomas Mercer, 37, farmer, $5000,
OH; Nancy, 35, NH; Mary Jane, 11, IL; Eliza Ann, 9, IL; Susanna, 6, IL; Alice, 1, IL;
Franklin Warren, 18, farmer, NY

1870: Seattle, King County, Washington, July 25, 1870; David Graham, 34, farmer,
$2000 $750, NY; Susanna, 25, housewife, IL; George, 9, WT; Walter Graham, 41,
farmer, $2050 $475, NY; Elizabeth, 30, housewife, NY

3. Susannah Mercer

b. 30 Sep 1843 Princeton, Bureau County, Illinois

d. 24 Jun 1942 Seattle, King County, Washington

buried Evergreen Washelli Memorial Park, Seattle, King County, Washington

m. 23 May 1861 Seattle, King County, Washington

David Graham

b. 02 Oct 1835 New York

d. 19 May 1919 Seattle, King County, Washington

buried Evergreen Washelli Memorial Park, Seattle, King County, Washington
s/o William Graham and Jane French

1850: Bureau County, Illinois, December 12, 1850; Thomas Mercer, 37, farmer, $5000,
OH; Nancy, 35, NH; Mary Jane, 11, IL; Eliza Ann, 9, IL; Susanna, 6, IL; Alice, 1, IL;
Franklin Warren, 18, farmer, NY

1860: King County, Washington, August 5, 1860; Thos. Mercer, 47, inn keeper, $2000
$1000, OH; H.L., 37, KY; Susan, 16, IL; Allace, 11, IL; D.B. Ward, 21, laborer, KY
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1870: Seattle, King County, Washington, July 25, 1870; David Graham, 34, farmer,
$2000 $750, NY; Susanna, 25, housewife, IL; George, 9, was adopted, WT; Walter
Graham, 41, farmer, $2050 $475, NY; Elizabeth, 30, housewife, NY

1880: Duwanush, King County, Washington, June 8 & 9, 1880; David Graham, 44,
farmer, NY Scot CT; Susan, 36, keeping house, IL OH NY

1900: Seattle, King County, Washington, June 15, 1900; David Graham, head, Oct 1835,
64, m-39yrs, NY Scot NY, retired farmer; Susanah M. (M. probably for Mercer), wife,
Sep 1843, 39, 0-0, IL OH NH



SUSNNAH GRARAM,
PIONEER, DEAD

SEATTLE,  June 25.——(}?‘)—& ca-
reer almost as old as the history of
the civilized. Pacific Northwest
closed here last night with the death
of Susannah Mercer Graham, Se-
attle’s 98-year-old- first citizen,

" Remarkably alert and spry,, Mrs,
Graham was up and about uhtil
two weeks ago when illness forced
her to go to bed.,

- As Susannah Mercer she came
west from Jllinols in 1852 in a
wagon train of which her father
was captain, In September the
group settled at Salem, Ore, and a
yvear later she and her father and
three sisters proceeded to Seattle,

ESTABLISHED HOME

“They came by« way of Port.la.nd
with a team of horses, then trav-
eled on a scow to Monticello where
they transferred to canoes for the
trip up the Cowlitz river, They
finished the trip by team and her
father established his home on the
same site on which she lived until
her death.

In 1858 the family went through
the Indian attack upon Seattle, es-
caping at midnight from the ma-
rauders. She often’sald her most
vivid recollection was the. firing of
the guns from the 'ship Decatur
‘when it came to the relief of the
beleaguered city. o

She married David Graham in
1961 and they established their home
on the faimly claim on Quéen Anne
hill from which vantage point she
watched Seattle grow into the larg-
est city north of éan Francisco,

[The Bellingham Herald, Bellingham, Washington, Thursday, June 25, 1942 p.6]



MRS, DAVID GRAHAYM YUONERAL

Funeral services for Mrs. Susannah
AMercer Graham, Sezttle’s "Pioneer First
Lady"" who died Wednesday at the age
of 95, will be ¢onducted at 1:20 o'clock
tomorrow in the Arthur A. Wright &
, Son Chapel. The Rev. Dr. F. Paul Jc-
| Conkey, pastor of the First Presbyterian
| Church. will eofficlate. Burial will be
'in Washelli. JMrs. Graham, who coms
lto Seattle In 1833 with her {father,
Thomas Mercer, was the widow of
' David Graham.
| Serving as pallbearers will be slix
'grand-nephews of Mrs. Graham—Gordon,
1D. Graham, Earl B., Fred C. and Law-/
jrence M, Jenner. Richard B. Allen and
ll‘ark D. Bagley.

[The Seattle Times, Seattle, Washington, Friday, June 26, 1942 p.26]

4. Thomas Dickerson Mercer

b. 03 Nov 1846 Princeton, Bureau County, Illinois

d. 10 Nov 1846 Princeton, Bureau County, Illinois

memorial Lakeview Cemetery, Seattle, King County, Washington

5. Alice Mercer

b. 26 Oct 1848 Princeton, Bureau County, Illinois

d. 09 May 1926 Seattle, King County, Washington

buried Mt. Pleasant Cemetery, Seattle, King County, Washington

m. 24 Dec 1865 King County, Washington

Clarence Booth Bagley

b. 30 Nov 1843 Troy Grove, Dekalb County, Illinois

d. 26 Feb 1932 Seattle, King County, Washington

buried Mt. Pleasant Cemetery, Seattle, King County, Washington
s/o Daniel and Susannah Bagley

1850: Bureau County, Illinois, December 12, 1850; Thomas Mercer, 37, farmer, $5000,
OH; Nancy, 35, NH; Mary Jane, 11, IL; Eliza Ann, 9, IL; Susanna, 6, IL; Alice, 1, IL;
Franklin Warren, 18, farmer, NY

1860: King County, Washington, August 5, 1860; Thos. Mercer, 47, inn keeper, $2000
$1000, OH; H.L., 37, KY; Susan, 16, IL; Allace, 11, IL; D.B. Ward, 21, laborer, KY

1870: Olympia, Thurston County, Washington, July 18, 1870; Clarence B. Bagley, 26,
printer, $5070 $2000, IL; Alice M., 21, keeping house, Rena, 1, at home, WT

1880: Olympia, Thurston County, Washington, June 4, 1880; C.B. Bagley, 36, publisher,
IL PA Mass; Alice M., 31, wife, keeping house, IL OH CT; Rena, 11, dau, at home, WA
IL IL; Myrta, 8, dau, at home, WA IL IL; Ethel W., 2, dau, at home, WA IL IL; Alice C.,
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7/12 (Nov), dau, at home, WA IL IL; Susan R., 61, mother, at home, chronic rheum,
Mass Mass Mass; Danl, 61, M.P. Minister, PA NY NY

1900: Seattle, King County, Washington, June 11, 1900; Clarence B. Bagley, head, Nov
1843, 56, m-35yrs, IL PA PA, clerk board of public works; Alice M. (M probably for
Mercer), wife, Oct 1848, 51, m-35yrs, 5-5, IL OH NH; Ethel W., dau, Jun 1877, 22, s,
WA IL IL; Alice C., dau, Nov 1879, 20, s, WA IL IL; Cecil C., son, Jul 1888, 12, s, WA
IL IL, at school; Daniel, father, Sep 1818, 81, m-60yrs, PA NY NY; Susannah, mother,
May 1819, 81, m-60yrs, 1-1, Mass CT Mass



RS, ALICE M. BAGLEY
‘SUMIVONED BY DEATH

Oldest Woman Resident of Se-
attle, Member of Pioneer Mer-
cer Family, Snccnmbs,

pioneer familiez z2nd Xnown
‘hrgughour ihe Northwest as ona. of
tha few survi 3 iy
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Oldest Woman Resident.
For many years Mrs. Baglevy had
been an active member of the Wash-
ington State Pioneer's Associadon
of :he IWomen's Auxiliary to that

pioneer citi-
2ns wno 100k re‘uoe in the oid Se-
attlz blockhouse during the Ingdian

r . )

In zddiilon to her hucbnnd and sis-

ter, Mrs. Bagler Is survived by five
children, all of whom ‘ves:de in Se-
attle, They are Ars. Renz Gzsiffin,
Mrs. Myria Jenner, 3rs. Ethel W,
Aliern, re. Alice Clzire Xammons.
and Cecil Clarence Bagier.

Tuneral services for Alrs. Eagliey
will De heid tomorrow afisrnoon
2 ¢elock in the Buiierworth Morim-
di“-‘. Burial will be in the family pl
Aouni Pleasant Cemeatary,

[

[The Seattle Daily Times, Seattle, Washington, Monday, May 10, 1926 p.10]



JEATILE PIONEER,
Ul INHOPITAL

Northwest  Historian and
- Beloved by szens, is
‘Taken Away; Grandsons
Named as Pallbearers '

. Funeral service for C B (Pop)‘
Bagley, ploneer Seattle hlstorna.n who
died yesterday at the age of 88 years \
after a short illhess, will ke held\
Monday at noon at the Butterworth‘
Mortuary. He “died in Provxdence
Hospltal yesterda.y after an 1llness‘
since Sunddy. :

Mr. Bagley will’ be buried in old
Mt. Pleasant cemetery on Queen
Anne hill. Theré the .bodies of his:
father and mother and wife now lie.
He will be placed in the same plot.

Will Carry Joffin
. The active pallhearers’ named are’
grandsons: Earl B. Jénner, Lawrence -
. Jenner, Fred J. Jenner, VRichard |
B. Allen, Robert M, Allen and Park |
D. Bagley.

The honorary pallbealers will be
W. D. McKay, Prof. Edmond 8.
Meany, Rolland H. . Denny, ' Lorei
Hanford;, Will A. Dickey, Paul +C.
Harper R. J. Fer"uson, and J. Wil- .
lis Sayre, ‘ ;



Seventy-one years ago, in October,
1860, & slim youth ran into Seattle,
feet tmppmg over logs and ' ruts,
hands chnc'mg toe the rear of a two-
horse. buggy. - It was Clarence -B.
Bagley—"Pop” Bagley to his thou-
sands of friends—who died toda.y

‘“Liots. of men have run out of Se--
attle,” he used to laugh, “but . I'lt
bet T was the' first and only one to
run into town. It was a fifteen-day.
run, too, all the way from Salem,
Or., holdmg onto the buggy, the first
‘vehlcle to reach Seatt!e on its own
1 wheels.” . -

The buggy was occupled ---hy_ his
parents, - the Rev.  and Mrs. Daniel
Bagley, Methodlst Protestant mis-
sionaries, ‘

. “Pop,” ‘whose rem:mscences enhv—
ened virtually every Board of Works
meeting, from 1899, when .he became
its secretary, until 1929, when he was |
retired, was Seattle's unofflmal but
most a.rdent historian. = .

: . - Born In_Illinois

He was born in a log cabin’ No-
vember 30, 1843, at Troy Grove, Il
100 miles west of Chicago. And when
a wagon train left Princeton, - Ili,,
‘April 20, 1852, for the Oregon Coun-
try, the small boy whose life became
inextricably linked with the develop-
ment of Seattle was a member of the
party :

So was Dexter. I-Iorton

So was Thomas Mercer. whose
daughter, Alice, then a babe in arms, {
sved the stripling Bagley in Seattle’'s
first ~church wedding, *Christmas, |
1865, in the ‘“White Church,” the
Methodist Episcopal structure, at
Second Avenue gnd Columbia Street.

- Mrs. Bagley died at the family
home, 900 Second Ave. N., May 9,
1926. They had- lived there forty
years. - The home is on the site of
her. father s-original homestead lald
out in 1853.

- Mr. Bagley is survived by “five
chxldren, all ‘of Sea.tt]e They are:
. Mrs.~F. S. Griffith, Mrs. Earle R.
Jenner, Mrs. H.. Fugene Allen, Mrs.
Frederick D. Hammons ‘and Cec:.l C..
‘Bagley. I




At Bu'th of Umversity

[ Mr. Bagley ‘was the last surkur
of the historic’ ‘party whzc‘h cleared
the ten-acre site' for the territorizl
Unlvermty of Washmgtan in: :March,
1861. His father, : arriving” here the
_faJl _before, had started = teaching
i school and .left Clarence, a pupll g
i teacher of ‘the fifteen other :pupils
. while he: obtained. territorial officials’
'consent to the university ‘project.

- The site, now the Metropohtan Cen-
ter. was hetween Seneca-and Union:

'Streets '‘and: from. between Third and

. Fourth" to, between Fifth and Slxth_

Avenues

: As soon.as the f1rst bu11d1ng was,

ierected Mrs. Bagley’s uncle, Asa. A.

gMercer became” the first ‘“‘aniver-

| Sity’*-teacher, teacking his niece and

' Clarence 'Bagley a_mong hls smty stu-_

dents-

Ma.rﬂed Ahce ’\Iercer

The .wedding .of the 17-¥ear- old
-Ahce Mercer and .the 22-year-old
Clarence Bagley was. a social event
of the. holiday sedson in 1865. BEvery
one of ‘the 200 residents was a guest
at the church ceremony and at the

was to hecome Bagley - “Brown

nmie and Madison Street,. afterward.

sary, in the same city, uut now grown
two thousand. fold
Mr. Bagley . recalled . Seatﬂe s fa-

ice on Lake Union for six weeks.

. That was the season when two
feet of snow, which started falling
‘hefore. Chnstmas did- not dlsa.ppear
until March. '

JAlso he reca.Iled the mty’s hottest
-summer, in 186:‘: when.- thermometers

side wooden bu:ldmgs

Church" 'pa.rsona.ge at Second Ave-

A kindly providence permltted “the’
celebration of the sixtiéth anniver-

mous “Big, Winter” of 1861-62 when,
there was. skating on six inches . of ;

‘one day registered 114 degrees in-

open house" at the kome that later




}hs Fu-st Part'y

Mr. Bagley had many b1rthda.y\1

pa.rtles at which high city officials
dined him and praised him and pre-
sented him +with costly gifts and
parchment screeds, but the. birthday
pa_rty he remembéred best was his
first in Seattle, his-seventeenth birth
anniversary 2 month after. h:s ar-
rival ‘here.
" His mother- 1nv1ted all the children
of his age—there were nine in town,
mostly girls. And for. refreshments
the youngsters -ate A Oregon . apples
and fresh-from—the-oven New Eng-
land mince pies.

Having traveled- across the Grea.t
Plains and the Rockies by wagon
train when a child; having trudged
into Seattle- at. the tail end of a
buggy when a youth; having ridden
in Seattle’s first street cars; having
seen the first automobiles in town,
Mr. Bagley had his first airplane ride
a few years ago, and enjoyed it.

Took First: Vacabon

Follo'mng his retirement at . Clty
Hall -in 1929, the then 86-year-old
pioneer, took,his first vacation by
making a hike over the Naches Passg
with- a  grandson and a party of
younger raen who were winded and
outdistanced by the man for whom
they had been afrai@ the tramp
across the snow would be too much.

But that was because he was beck-
oned on by a vision—the remembrance
of the time, away back in 1853 when
the first and only ox train crossed
Naches Pass, a trail led by James
B. Biles—and the wvision of the
other pioneers who had labored across
the country to help carve out a new
nation on the western coast, and who
preceded 111m ACross ““the Great Di-
vide.”




- Newspaper FPablisher

Olympbis, too, will mourn him today,
for hetween the time he “ran. into
Seattle,” and the time he becams
Seattle’s Board of Works secretary,
he published a nGWSpa,per in. the state
capital.

Seattle's school chlldren 'mll mourn
him, too. Several years ago he di-
vided his . great collection of North-
west histories, ma.king a. gift of hun-
dreds of volumes to the University of
Washmgton, and privately printing
a 2,000-volume edifion of “Pioneer Se-.
attle and Its Pioneers” as a gift to
the public schools-here, as a climax to
his voluminous writings, swhich in-
cluded a History of Seattle and many
magazine and newspaper, rtzc.es and,
pamphlets '

A -SEATTLE PIONEER PASSES

C ME T{ﬂ SEATTLE 1N
"EARLY ‘PIONEEQ DAYS

s

WROTE HUISTORY OF EARLY
DAYS IN NORTHWEST

N RETIREMENT

[The Seattle Daily Times, Seattle, Washington, Saturday, February 27, 1932 p.3]



Children of Clarence Bagley and Alice Mercer:

i. Rena B. Bagley

b. 1868 Washington

d. 1946 Seattle, King County, Washington

buried Wright Crematory and Columbarium, Seattle, King County, Washington
m. Griffith

1870: Olympia, Thurston County, Washington, July 18, 1870; Clarence B.
Bagley, 26, printer, $5070 $2000, IL; Alice M., 21, keeping house, Rena, 1, at
home, WT

1880: Olympia, Thurston County, Washington, June 4, 1880; C.B. Bagley, 36,
publisher, IL PA Mass; Alice M., 31, wife, keeping house, IL OH CT; Rena, 11,
dau, at home, WA IL IL; Myrta, 8, dau, at home, WA IL IL; Ethel W., 2, dau, at
home, WA IL IL; Alice C., 7/12 (Nov), dau, at home, WA IL IL; Susan R., 61,
mother, at home, chronic rheum, Mass Mass Mass; Danl, 61, M.P. Minister, PA
NY NY

ii. Myrta Bagley

b. 1871 Washington

d. 1964 Washington

buried Lakeview Cemetery, Seattle, King County, Washington
m. Earle Robison Jenner

1880: Olympia, Thurston County, Washington, June 4, 1880; C.B. Bagley, 36,
publisher, IL PA Mass; Alice M., 31, wife, keeping house, IL OH CT; Rena, 11,
dau, at home, WA IL IL; Myrta, 8, dau, at home, WA IL IL; Ethel W., 2, dau, at
home, WA IL IL; Alice C., 7/12 (Nov), dau, at home, WA IL IL; Susan R., 61,
mother, at home, chronic rheum, Mass Mass Mass; Danl, 61, M.P. Minister, PA
NY NY

iii. Ethel Whipple Bagley
b. 16 Jun 1877 Washington
d. 26 Feb 1965 Washington
m. Harry Eugene Allen

1880: Olympia, Thurston County, Washington, June 4, 1880; C.B. Bagley, 36,
publisher, IL PA Mass; Alice M., 31, wife, keeping house, IL OH CT; Rena, 11,
dau, at home, WA IL IL; Myrta, 8, dau, at home, WA IL IL; Ethel W., 2, dau, at
home, WA IL IL; Alice C., 7/12 (Nov), dau, at home, WA IL IL; Susan R., 61,
mother, at home, chronic rheum, Mass Mass Mass; Danl, 61, M.P. Minister, PA
NY NY

1900: Seattle, King County, Washington, June 11, 1900; Clarence B. Bagley,
head, Nov 1843, 56, m-35yrs, IL PA PA, clerk board of public works; Alice M.
(M probably for Mercer), wife, Oct 1848, 51, m-35yrs, 5-5, IL OH NH; Ethel W.,


http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GSln=Griffith&GSfn=Rena&GSbyrel=all&GSdyrel=all&GSst=50&GScntry=4&GSob=n&GRid=5245930&df=all&
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GSln=Jenner&GSiman=1&GScid=76890&GRid=37164664&

dau, Jun 1877, 22, s, WA IL IL; Alice C., dau, Nov 1879, 20, s, WA IL IL; Cecil
C., son, Jul 1888, 12, s, WA IL IL, at school; Daniel, father, Sep 1818, 81, m-
60yrs, PA NY NY; Susannah, mother, May 1819, 81, m-60yrs, 1-1, Mass CT
Mass

iv. Alice Clair Bagley

b. Nov 1879 Washington

d. 1975

m. 24 Jun 1903 Seattle, King County, Washington to Frederick Dent Hammons

1880: Olympia, Thurston County, Washington, June 4, 1880; C.B. Bagley, 36,
publisher, IL PA Mass; Alice M., 31, wife, keeping house, IL OH CT; Rena, 11,
dau, at home, WA IL IL; Myrta, 8, dau, at home, WA IL IL; Ethel W., 2, dau, at
home, WA IL IL; Alice C., 7/12 (Nov), dau, at home, WA IL IL; Susan R., 61,
mother, at home, chronic rheum, Mass Mass Mass; Danl, 61, M.P. Minister, PA
NY NY

1900: Seattle, King County, Washington, June 11, 1900; Clarence B. Bagley,
head, Nov 1843, 56, m-35yrs, IL PA PA, clerk board of public works; Alice M.
(M probably for Mercer), wife, Oct 1848, 51, m-35yrs, 5-5, IL OH NH; Ethel W.,
dau, Jun 1877, 22, s, WA IL IL; Alice C., dau, Nov 1879, 20, s, WA IL IL; Cecil
C., son, Jul 1888, 12, s, WA IL IL, at school; Daniel, father, Sep 1818, 81, m-
60yrs, PA NY NY; Susannah, mother, May 1819, 81, m-60yrs, 1-1, Mass CT
Mass

v. Cecil Clarence Bagley

b. 21 Jul 1888 Washington

d. 17 Jan 1971 Washington

buried Mount Pleasant Cemetery, Seattle, King County, Washington

1900: Seattle, King County, Washington, June 11, 1900; Clarence B. Bagley,
head, Nov 1843, 56, m-35yrs, IL PA PA, clerk board of public works; Alice M.
(M probably for Mercer), wife, Oct 1848, 51, m-35yrs, 5-5, IL OH NH; Ethel W.,
dau, Jun 1877, 22, s, WA IL IL; Alice C., dau, Nov 1879, 20, s, WA IL IL; Cecil
C., son, Jul 1888, 12, s, WA IL IL, at school; Daniel, father, Sep 1818, 81, m-
60yrs, PA NY NY; Susannah, mother, May 1819, 81, m-60yrs, 1-1, Mass CT
Mass
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